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Beverly Hills Police, L.A. County Sheriff’s Bust Organized Crime Ring

Updated, April 16, 2013– 5:24 PM

A four-year-long investigation into an organized criminal enterprise carrying out large-scale marijuana
distribution came to a conclusion Tuesday morning, as officers from the Beverly Hills Police Department
and other law enforcement agencies executed eleven search warrants and three arrest warrants
throughout the Los Angeles area.

Three suspects were taken into custody and charged with a total of 46 felony counts as a result of the
operation, which also involved the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, the Santa Monica Police
Department, the Los Angeles Police Department, the Drug Enforcement Administration and the United
States Secret Service.

The distribution organization was involved in the operation of multiple marijuana dispensaries and hired
known gang members as enforcers, who used violence and intimidation to dissuade competition,
Lieutenant Lincoln Hoshino of the Beverly Hills Police Department said.

According to Hoshino, the organization has been involved in the commission of 26 documented crimes,
including Attempted Murder, Home Invasion Robbery, Conspiracy, Arson, Extortion, Residential Burglary,
Assault with a Deadly Weapon and Use of a Destructive Device.

Search warrants were executed at four marijuana dispensaries:  “Zen” dispensary 8400 Block Santa
Monica Boulevard, West Hollywood; “Alternative Herbal Health Services” (AHHS) 7800 Block Santa
Monica Boulevard, West Hollywood; “La Brea Compassionate Caregivers” 700 Block North La Brea
Avenue, Los Angeles; “Marina Caregivers” 700 Washington Boulevard, Marina del Rey.
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Why is any of this nonsense necessary?

If this plant was simply legalized and regulated
there would be ZERO incentives for criminals to be
involved. This is nothing but crime created by our
government so that the machine keeps turning,
prisons keep imprisoning, and the war on drugs
keeps getting funded.

It’s over. The war on drugs was lost. The majority
of this county (52% currently nationwide) want
marijuana to be legalized. This percentage is
growing by 2-3% every year.

The tide has turned, as the saying goes, and this
type of behavior (both from the official criminals
and the non-official law enforcement kind) is
coming to an end. Smell the flowers, ladies and
gentlemen.

 

The three suspects taken into custody were identified as Andrew Kramer, 38, Rene Johnson, 50, and
Jonathan Livingston, 43, all of Los Angeles.

To date, the multi-departmental investigation has identified 20 suspects in the commission of these
crimes.  Detectives have also seized millions in cash and proceeds from this criminal enterprise in the
course of their investigation.
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