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Business

Weho Medical Marijuana Collectives Closed After DEA
Raid

Federal agents and local law enforcement personnel raid Alternative Herbal Health
Services and Zen Healing Collective—two of four dispensaries allowed to operate in West
Hollywood.

e James F. Mills, Neighbor

Posted Wed, Mar 16, 2011 at 3:20 am PTUpdated Wed, Mar 16, 2011 at 1:07 pm PT

Two West Hollywood medical marijuana dispensaries were raided Tuesday
afternoon. One arrest was made, according to City News Service.
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Federal agents along with Los Angeles Police Department officers and West
Hollywood sheriff's deputies raided and on Santa Monica Boulevard around
2:10 p.m., the Los Angeles Times reported.

Acting on a tip from a reader, Weho Patch visited the dispensaries late Tuesday
afternoon. A black tarp covered half of Zen Healing's front window, with
handwritten signs that read "Closed" and "Closed Permanently" posted on the

front door.

Interested in local real estate?Subscribe to Patch's new newsletter to be the first to know
about open houses, new listings and more.

Your email address

At least three people were inside the collective when Weho Patch knocked on the
door. An employee came to the door, but would not open it. He merely said,

"We're closed permanently."

Further east at Alternative Herbal Health Services, a handwritten sign on the
door read, "IM Sorry. We Will Be Closed for a Couple Days." Beside the text was
a sad face. Computers and a big screen TV were still visible through the window.
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Customers came to the doors of each of the shops, all seemingly startled by the
signs saying that they were closed. At Zen Healing, an older man was crying,
pleading with the store employees who would not open the door.

Don Duncan, the director of the California branch of Americans for Safe Access,

a pro-medical marijuana organization, sent out an e-mail blast alerting people
that the raids were occurring at Alternative Herbal and Zen Healing early in the

afternoon.
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In the message, Duncan called for protesters and legal observers to go to both
locations. He further said, '"Americans for Safe Access strongly condemns the
raids and calls on the administration to live up to its promise of a more

reasonable federal policy."

Even though it was not part of the raid,, directly across the street from AHHS,
was also closed on Tuesday afternoon. A handwritten sign on their door read,
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window blinds were shut and the folding steel gate covered the entire front
window.

While medical marijuana is legal with a doctor's prescription in California and a
dozen other states, sale and distribution of marijuana is still a felony under
federal law. Thus, the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) periodically raids
marijuana dispensaries.

In January 2007, the DEA conducted simultaneous raids on 11 Los Angeles-area
dispensaries, five of which were in West Hollywood. Alternative Herbal and Zen
Healing are two of the four medical marijuana dispensaries allowed to operate
in West Hollywood.

Weho Patch contacted Sarah Pullen of the DEA, but has not yet received a
comment.

West Hollywood Patch will update this story as more details become available.
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More from West Hollywood

Health & Fitness | Jan 19
How To Get Free N95 Masks In West Hollywood
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Latest News Nearby

1. @ Los Angeles, CA News
See The Southland's Top Weekend Wind Speeds

2. Q West Hollywood, CA News
West Hollywood Weekly Weather Forecast

3. Q@ West Hollywood, CA News
5 New Homes For Sale In The West Hollywood Area

4. Q West Hollywood, CA News
West Hollywood Weather Forecast For The Weekend Ahead

5. @ West Hollywood, CA News
West Hollywood: Check Out 5 Nearby Properties On The Market
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